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A Message from Pastor Gary … 
 

The Winter of Our Lives 
 

 

The calendar is about to roll over again. “Time like an ever-rolling stream bears all our years away.” (Isaac 

Watts) Time is relentless and as the years go on, we realize that we are not.  

 

We wake up in the morning and ask the question, what am I working with today? The hip, the knee, the 

shoulder, and the back are all susceptible to failing. That’s just the orthopedic failures that we can experience. 

Even more, how many heart beats do I have left? How many breaths do I have left? Will my memory and focus 

fail me to the point of my demise? 

 

I know this sounds morbid, more so to younger people than to those of us who have many decades behind us. It 

sounds less morbid to those of us who know that the best years of our lives are behind us. 

 

“Each winter as the year grows older, we each grow older too. The chill set in a little colder; the verities we 

knew seem shaken and untrue.” (Willam Gay) 

 

As Psalm 23 indicates, we live in the shadow of death. 

 

But could it be possible for the believer that the best is yet to come? 

 

Could it be possible that the shadow of death will give way to a brilliant ray of light? Christ is our light. 

 

“Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Longing for truth, we turn to you. Make us your own, your holy people, 

light for the world to see.” 

 

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. Christ be our light! Shine in your church 

gathered today.” (Bernadette Farrell) 

 

 

Pastor Gary  
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Important upcoming dates and information… 

Peace Bulletin Board … January 

 

Upcoming Meeting/Events @ a Glance 
• Thursday, 1/1/2026 – New Year’s Day + Church Office Closed + No Confirmation Class 

• Sunday, 1/4 – 9:00AM Sunday School + 9:00AM Adult Discussion Group 

• Tuesday, 1/6 – 1:00pm WELCA Meeting @ Peace 

• Sunday, 1/11 - 9:00AM Sunday School + 9:00AM Adult Discussion Group 

• Tuesday, 1/13 – 7:30PM Music & Worship Meeting via Zoom 

• Thursday, 1/15 – 1:00PM Exec Council Meeting via Zoom + 7:30PM Confirmation Class via 

Zoom 

• Sunday, 1/18 – 9:00AM Sunday School + 9:00AM Adult Discussion Group 

• Monday, 1/19 – MLK Day + 1:00PM to 3:00PM MLK Project @Peace  

• Tuesday, 1/20 – Church Council Meeting 

• Thursday, 1/22 – 7:30PM Confirmation Class via Zoom + February Newsletter Deadline 

• Sunday, 1/25 - 9:00AM Sunday School + 9:00AM Adult Discussion Group 

• Thursday, 1/29 – 7:30PM Confirmation Class via Zoom 
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Important upcoming dates and information… 

 

        Altar Flower Sponsorships for 2026 

The 2026 Altar Flower Chart is up and ready for your requests!  The new flower chart for 2026 is 

hanging up outside the coat room.  If you are interested in sponsoring flowers on a specific date in honor 

of or in memory of a loved one, please sign up on the date you’d like to reserve or contact Elva Groff at  

215-453-9005 or email her at pennridge45@yahoo.com to reserve your requests for 2026.  Thank you 

for your continued support! 

               

 

      2026 Envelopes Available for Pickup 

 

You may pick up your 2026 Offering envelopes anytime during regular church office hours or by 

appointment.  Call the church office at 215-257-3294. 

v 

               

 

Martin Luther King Day of Service Activities 

Monday, January 19, 2026 – 1:00PM to 3:00PM 

at Peace Church 
 

Once again, we will be collecting and packing feminine hygiene kits for the homeless, to be sent to the 

Welcome Church in Philadelphia. 

Donations of sanitary pads, tampons [both unscented] and Wet Ones travel packs [not jumbo] are 

welcome and can be placed in the coatroom. 

There will be a service project for confirmands. 

We are still looking for additional activities for this day. Please contact Melissa Yates with suggestions. 
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Important upcoming dates and information… 
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Peace Bulletin Board … Announcements 

 

 

 
 
 

 

January Birthday Calendar at Peace 
Happy Birthday to you! 

 

1/2 Donna Donelon 

1/3 Madelyn Gerth 

1/10 Donna Lemon 

1/12 
Nick Emey 

Eric French 

1/13 Dorrie Daikeler 

1/16 Weston Reiss 

1/17 Avery Burkett 

1/18 Gary Schaeffer 

1/25 Chip Kramer 

1/28 Elizabeth Thomas 

Happy Birthday to you! 
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Peace Bulletin Board … Recent Thank You Letters: 
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Peace Bulletin Board … Recent Thank You Letters: 

 
(Liberty Lutheran) 

 

 


